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LYDEN’S SUBJECT INDEX   

BIOGRAPHY

  
Individual Names  

CELEBRATIONS

  
Individual Events  

CEMETERIES

  

Individual Cemeteries  

CHURCHES

  

Catholic Church   
Early History   
Individual Churches   
Catholic Clergy & Laymen   
Catholic Organizations  

Protestant Church   
Early History   
Individual Churches   
Misc. Organizations & Events   
Sunday Schools  

CITY GROWTH

  

General  
Area Development  
Apartments  
Beautifications  
Building Construction  
Building Permits  
Buildings  
Civic Center  
Housing  
Industry Growth  
Landmarks  
Outlying Organizations  
Planning  
Plats  
Populations  
Real Estate  
Shopping Centers  
Slums  
Statistics  
Street Names  
Zoning  

COLLEGES

  

General  
Baptist & Bible Colleges  

Calvin College  
Catholic Colleges  
Commercial Colleges  
Davenport Colleges  
Extension Courses  
Grand Valley State Colleges  
Junior Colleges  
Medical College  
Reformed Bible Institute  
University of Grand Rapids  
Veterinary College  
Western Michigan University  

COMMERCE

  

Early History  
Advertising  
Airplanes  
Appliances  
Automobiles  
Bakeries  
Barbers  
Biography  
Bicycles  
Board of Trade  
Breweries  
Business Growth  
Candy  
Christmas Trade  
Clothing  
Cold Storage  
Conventions  
Cost of Living  
Credit  
Drug Stores  
Electric Companies  
Electric, Public  
European Market  
Fair Trade  
Farming  
Fashions  
Festivals  
Fishing  
Florists  
Food Shows  
Freight Rates  
Fruit  
Fuel 



 

2

  
Furniture  
Garbage  
Gas  
Gasoline  
Glass  
Grain  
Gravel  
Green House  
Grocery Stores  
Home Shows  
Hardware  
Home Building  
Hydraulic Company  
Ice  
Ice Cream  
Insurance  
Jewelry  
Labor  
Laundries  
Licenses  
Liquor  
Lumber  
Meat  
Merchant’s Service  
Milk  
Music  
Optical  
Packing & Storage  
Paper  
Parking  
Photography  
Piano/Organ  
Plumbing  
Poultry Trade  
Printing  
Property Transfers  
Real Estate Board  
Real Estate Companies  
Retail Stores/Individual  
Retail Trade  
Restaurants  
Shoes  
Tires  
Tobacco  
Travel Bureau  
Undertakers  
Varnish  
Vending Machines  
Weights & Measures  
Wholesaling  

COMMERCE, MISC.

  
COMMUNICATIONS 

  
Air Mail  
Post Office  
Radios  
Radio Stations  
Telegraph  
Telephone   

Early History   
Citizens Telephone Co.   
Michigan Bell Telephone  

Television  

CULTURE

  

Antiques  
Arts  
Art Association  
Art Gallery  
Art Museum  
Artists & Performers  
Authors, Grand Rapids  
Dance/Ballet  
Flowers/Gardens  
Furniture Museum  
Halls & Lectures  
Halls & Theaters  
Kent Scientific Museum  
Ladies Literary Club  
Lectures  
Library  
Museums, Public  
Music to 1929  
Music 1930-1955  
Music 1955-1964  
Music, Schubert Club  
Poetry, Book  
Photography  
Photography, Camera Club  
Theatre, Censorship  
Theatre, Civic Auditorium  
Theatre, Moving Pictures  
Theatre, Stage & Vaudeville  

ETHNOLOGY

  

General  
Armenian  
Assyrian  
Chinese  
Pilipino  
Finnish 
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German  
Greek  
Hollanders  
Indian  
Italian  
Irish  
Japanese  
Jew  
Latvian  
Mexican  
Negro  
Pole  
Rumanian  
Scandinavian  
Syrian  
Turkish  
Ukrainian  
Misc.  

FINANCE

  

General & Misc.  
Banks-Alpha  
Banking/Depression Era  
Building & Loan  
Grand Rapids Trust  
H.O.L.C.  
Securities  
Finance, Misc.  

FIRE

  

Fire Department History  
Fires in Chronological Order  
Events in Chronological Order  
General to 1956  

HOTELS

  

Early History, Inns etc.  
Individual Hotels   

Barnard House   
Browning   
Bridge Street House   
City Hotel   
Clarenden   
Cody   
Crathmore   
Eagle   
Hanson House   
Herkimer   
Hermitage   
Hindill’s   
Kent   

Livingston   
Loraine   
Mertens   
Michigan House   
Milner   
Morton House   
National Hotel   
Ohio House   
Original Eagle Hotel   
Pantlind   
Planter’s House   
Plaza Hotel   
Rathbun   
Plaza Hotel   
Rowe   
Salvation Army   
St. Raphael’s   
Seldom Inn   
Simms Inn   
Sweet’s Hotel   
Webber’s Pavilion   
Varwick Hotel  

INDUSTRY

  

Early History  
Biographical   

Bissell Sweeper   
Brick Making   
Marble Works   
Match Factory   
Plaster Manufacturing   
Soap & Candles   
Stone Cutting  

Industries:   
Abattoir   
Agriculture   
Airlines   
Airplanes   
Airports   
Alasbastine   
Automobiles   
Aviation   
Aviation Clubs   
Aviation Events   
Aviation, Individuals   
Bakeries   
Barrels   
Beverages   
Bicycles   
Board of Trade & C of C   
Boats 
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Boilers   
Book Binding   
Boot & Shoe   
Boxes   
Brass   
Brewing   
Brick Tile   
Brushes   
Building Construction   
Business Machines   
Buttons   
Candy   
Canning   
Carpet Sweepers   
Casters   
Cigar & Tobacco   
Clothing   
Coal & Coke   
Drugs, etc.   
Electric   
Employment & Wages   
Excelsior   
Extruded Metals   
Fly Paper   
Food   
Foundry   
Fox Machines (typewriters)   
Freight Rates   
Funeral Needs   
Furniture General   
Furniture Companies-Alpha    

American Carving    
Adjustable Table Co.    
Allen Furniture Co.    
American Patent Dressing Case Co.    
American School Furniture Co.    
American Seating Co.    
Anderson Seating Co.    
Architectural Wood Carving Co.    
B & J Furniture Mfgr. Co.    
Baker Furniture Co.    
Bay Parlor Furniture Co.    
Berkey Furniture Co.    
Berkey & Gay Furniture Co.    
Bergsma Brothers Furniture Co.    
Blodgett Furniture Co.    
Bouwman Furniture Shop    
Brower Furniture Co.    
Brown Furniture Co.    
Burnett & Van Oeren    
Burns & Morely Furniture Co.    

Cabinet Makers Co.    
Calvin Furniture Co.    
Central Furniture Co.    
Century Furniture Co.    
Clark & Hodges Furniture Co.    
Clark Furniture Co.    
Colonial Furniture Co.    
Converse Mfgr. Co.    
Converta Sofa Co.    
Crawford Chair Co.    
Criswell Furniture Co.    
Criswell Furniture Co.    
Crockett Furniture Co.    
Davies Furniture Co.    
Dependable Furniture Co.    
Dexter Chair Co.    
Doezema Furniture Co.    
Dolphin Furniture Co.    
European Upholstering Co.    
Fine Arts Furniture Co.    
Fisher Showcase Co.    
Folding Chair & Table Co.    
Furniture Studios Inc.    
Grand Rapids Bookcase Co.    
Grand Rapids Cabinet Co.    
Grand Rapids Chair Co.    
Grand Rapids Desk Co.    
Grand Rapids Fiber Furniture Co.    
Grand Rapids Furniture Co.    
Grand Rapids Leather Furn. Co.    
Grand Rapids Metal Cabinet Co.    
Grand Rapids Parlor Frame Co.    
Grand Rapids Piano Case Co.    
Grand Rapids School Furniture Co.    
Grand Rapids Showcase Co.    
Grand Rapids Store Equipment Co.    
Grand Rapids Specialties Co.    
Grand Rapids Table Co.    
Grand Rapids Veneer Works    
Grand Rapids Wood Carving Co.    
Gunn Folding Bed Co.    
Gunn Furniture Co.    
Guthman Furniture    
Haney School Furniture Co.    
Harding Furniture    
Hekman Furniture    
Hexton Furniture Co.    
Heyman & Co.    
Imperial Furniture Co.    
Inner Brace Chair Co.    
Irwin Co. 
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Johnson Furniture Co.    
Jones-Hoerner-Guest Co.    
Kent Furniture Co.    
Kindel Furniture Co.    
Kingman Furniture Co.    
Luce Furniture Co.    
Luxury Furniture Co.    
Macey Furniture Co.    
McCord & Bradfield Furniture Co.    
Martin Furniture Co.    
Marvel Manufacturing Co.    
Mastercraft Furniture Co.    
Michigan Case Goods Assoc.    
Michigan Desk Co.    
Michigan Furniture Shops    
Michigan Order Work Furn. Co.    
Michigan Seating Co.    
Morse Furniture Co.    
Moses Furniture Co.    
Mueller-Slack Furniture Co.    
Nelson-Matter Furniture Co.    
Newaygo Furniture Co.    
North End Furniture Co.    
Ocker & Ford Furniture Co.    
Oriel Cabinet Co.    
Park Furniture Co.    
Peninsular Furniture Co.    
Phoenix Furniture Co.    
Powers & Ball Furniture Co.    
Pullman Furniture Co.    
Quality Furniture Co.    
Raab Chair Co.    
Ransford Furniture Co.    
Retan Furniture Co.    
Retting & Sweet Furniture Co.    
Robinson Furniture Co.    
Schoonbeck Furniture Co.    
Shear-Madox Furniture Co.    
Skinner Furniture Co.    
Sligh Furniture Co.    
Somes Furniture Co.    
Specialty Furniture Co.    
Stickley Brothers Furniture Co.    
Stone Furniture Co.    
Stowe-Davis Furniture Co.    
Strahan & Long Furniture Co.    
Stuart Furniture Co.    
Superior Furniture Co.    
Sweet & Briggs Furniture Co.    
Unique Furniture Co.    
Valley City Chair Co.    

Waddell Mfgr. Co.    
Wagemaker Furniture Co.    
Weber Showcase & Fixture Co.    
Welch Folding Bed Co.    
Welch Furniture Co.    
Widdicomb Mantel Co.    
Widdicomb Mantel Co.    
Widdicomb Furniture Co.    
Williams-Kimp Furniture Co.    
Winchester Furniture Co.    
Wolverine Chair & Furniture Co.    
Worden Furniture Co.   

Games   
Gas & Light   
Glass   
Gypsum   
Hardware   
Haskelite   
Ice Cream   
Industrial Opportunities   
Inventions   
Inventors   
Jewelry   
Knitting & Woolen Mills   
Labels & Tags   
Leather   
Machinery   
Matches   
Mattresses   
Meat, Poultry   
Metals   
Milk   
Moving Pictures   
Musical Instruments   
Oil Refining   
Paper   
Picric Acid   
Plaster   
Printing & Engraving   
Railroad Cars   
Refrigerators   
Rugs   
Rubber   
Safety   
Sand & Gravel   
Saw & Grist Mills   
Smoke & Pollution   
Talking Machines   
Tanning   
Tile & Concrete   
Tool & Die 
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Upholstering   
Wagons   
War Industry   
Wheels   
Wood   
Wood Carving   

Misc. Industries

   

Acetylene Lighting   
Air Temperature Controls   
Anti Explosive   
Alcohol   
Automatic packaging   
Ball Bearings   
Beans   
Binders   
Brooms   
Building Materials Tester   
Calendars   
Cans   
Carbides   
Chains   
Check out Systems   
Chemical   
Chewing Gum   
Church Goods   
Cleaners   
Clocks   
Conveyors   
Corporate Franchise   
Dental Laboratories   
Education   
Electricity Power   
Engines   
Excavation   
Fire Truck   
Fireless Cookstove   
Fireproofing   
Fish Hatchery   
Foreign Trade   
Gold   
Glue   
Handles   
Heaters   
Helms Products   
Humidifiers   
Junior Achievement   
Kiln Drying   
Korean Truce   
Lamps   
Lights   

Liquor   
Logging (not found)   
Muskrats   
Nickel   
Novelties   
Office Supplies   
Ordinance Association   
Oxygen   
Plumbing   
Positive Thinking   
Regalia   
Rifles   
Scrap   
Screen   
Screws   
Septic Tanks   
Shoes (not found)   
Signs   
Sorting Machines   
Specialties   
Storage Batteries   
Stoves   
Taxes   
Toilet Fastenings   
Utility Leaders   
Veterinary Equipment   
Water Proofing   
Wheels   
Whistles   
World’s Fair Building   

Misc. Companies

   

Alexander Dodds   
Allied Arts Corp.   
Alofs Manufacturing   
Bulman Manufacturing Co.   
De-Press Dowell Mfgr. Co.   
Grand Rapids Mfgr. Co.   
Klise Manufacturing   
J. C. Miller Co.   
Michigan Barrel Co.   
Rindge –Kalmbach –Logie Co.   
Russ Manufacturing Co.   
Santa Clara Fruit & Cotton   
Sherwood-Hall Co.   
Silverman Brothers   
Steve Bayton Co.   
Tannenitz Corp.   
Teesdale Mfgr. Co.   
Winters & Crampton  
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LABOR (by date)  

Aliens  
Arbitration  
Biography  
Christian Labor Alliance  
City Charter  
Employment  
Insurance  
:Labor Day  
Labor Temple & Hall  
Open & Closed Shop  
Strikes  
Unions  
Wages  
Working Hours  
Misc. Labor  

LAW

  

Attorneys & Courts  
Bar Association  
Biography (Alpha)  
Biography (By date)  
Estates & Wills (By date)  
Courts: G.R. & State Bar Assoc.  
Hawkins Case  
Juvenile Court  
Kalsomine Suit  
Law Library  
Leonard Case  
Marriages & Divorce  
M-50 Refunds  
Murder Cases  
Newberry Case  
Primary Elections  
Salaries  
Saloons & Prohibition  
Water Pipeline  
Water Scandal  
Law Suits, etc. (By years)  

MEDICINE

  

Early History  
Alcoholism  
Babies, Children, Blodgett  
Biography  
Board of Health  
Cadavers  
City Ambulance  
Clinics  
Crippled Children  
Dentistry-Fluoridation  

Drugs  
Eye  
Food  
G.R. Academy of Medicine  
G.R. Medical College  
Hospitals, General (By date)  
Hospitals, Individual (Alpha)  
Housing (did not find)  
Kent County Medical Society  
Medical Forums  
Mental Health  
Nursing  
Office Buildings, Clinics  
Red Cross  
T.B. Society & Sanitarium   

Individual Diseases    
Cancer    
Diptheria    
Encephalitis    
Goiter    
Hay Fever    
Heart Disease    
Influenza    
Measles    
Polio    
Rabies    
Rheumatic Fever    
Scarlet Fever    
Small Pox    
Typhoid    
Undulant Fever    
Venereal Disease    
Whooping Cough    
Misc. Diseases    
Waste & Pollution    
Welfare Cases    
Misc. Medical  

Sanitation  
Sanitarium  
School Health  
State Medical Society  
Soldiers’ Home  
State Laboratory  
Veterinary Medicine  
Vital Statistics  

MILITARY

  

Aliens  
American Legion  
Army, etc.  
Armory 
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Biography (did not find)  
Citizens Training Camps  
Civil Defense  
Civil War  
Deaths, U.S Wars  
Defense Bonds  
Draft  
Flying School, W.W.I  
Gold Star Mothers  
Grand Rapids Units, W.W.I  
Home Guard, W.W.I  
Housing  
Korea  
Memorial Guard/Services  
Memorials & Cemeteries  
National Guard  
Naval Units  
126th Infantry, M.N.G.  
Pearl Harbor  
Pensions, Bonus  
Purple Heart  
Reunions, G.A.R  
Rifle Range  
R.O.T.C.  
Soldier’s Home  
Spanish American War  
U.S.O.  
Veterans  
Victory Gardens  
War Contracts  
War Labor  
War Rationing  
War Recruiting  
War Relief  
Weather School, W.W.II  
World War I  
Wars, Misc.  
Waste Collection  

MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT

  

Early History  
Airport  
Accounting  
Albert Report  
Annexation  
Assessments  
Autos  
Board of Education  
Board of Health  
Board of Public Works  
Board of Supervisors  

Bridges  
Building  
Charter  
City Council  
Civic Center  
Civic Club  
Civic Planning  
Civil Service  
Conduits  
Conventions  
County Government  
Curfew  
Dogs  
East Grand Rapids  
East Grand Rapids Annexation  
Elections  
Employment  
Finance Audit (no cards)  
Finance Bonds  
Finance Boundaries  
Finance Budget  
Finance City  
Finance County’  
Fire  
Flag  
Flood  
Food  
Fuel  
Furniture Ex. Building  
Garbage  
Gasoline (no cards)  
Housing  
Insurance  
Islands  
Jitney  
League of Am. Municipalities  
Licenses  
Lighting  
Mayor  
Movie Censors  
Oil Rights  
Ordinances  
Park Superintendent  
Parking  
Pensions  
Plumbing  
Police  
Pool Rooms  
Poor  
Prices  
Public Buildings 
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Public Utilities  
Race Relations  
Real Estate  
Recreation  
Rents  
Roads  
Saloons, Beer, etc.  
Sewers  
Schools  
Slaughter Houses  
Smoke  
Snow Removal  
Streets  
Street Names  
Street Car Company  
Sunday Laws  
Sunshine Hospital  
Taxes  
Taxi  
Telephone  
Time  
Traffic  
Wages  
Water  
Welfare  
Work Farm  
Work Hours  
Voting Machines (no cards)  
Zoning  

MISC. CITY GOVERMENT

  

Politics  
Officials  

ORGANIZATIONS (Alpha A-Z)

  

PARKS & PLAYGROUNDS

  

Parks, Chronology  
Parks, Gifts  
Parks, A-Z  

POLICE

  

A-W  
Misc. Crime  

POLITICS

  

City   
1890-1900   
1900-1938   
1938-1956  

County Estates  

Election, State, etc.  

POLITICAL PARTIES

  
General & Republican Clubs  
Lincoln Club  
Democratic Club  
Political Celebrations  
Peoples/Populist Party  
Socialists  
Prohibition  
Better Gov’t. League  
Citizen Action  
City Charter  
C0n-Con Delegates  
League of Women Votes  
National Figures (G.R.)  
Voting & Registration  
Voting Machines  
Women’s Suffrage  
Frank D. McKay  
George E. Ellis (Nat’l. Men)  
Welch, George  
Misc. Items  

PRESS

  

News Men  
Newsboys  
Grand Rapids Press  
Newspapers, Misc.  
Newspapers, by date  

PUBLIC BUILDING

  

Armory  
City Hall  
Civic Auditorium  
Ryerson Library  
MI Soldiers Home (see also   

Military: Soldiers Home)  
Police Headquarters  
Museum  
Misc. Building (chronological)  

PUBLIC SERVICE

  

Airport  
Assessments  
Assessments (Tax)  
Streets & Sewers  
Garbage  
Board of Public Works  
Improvements  
Boilers 
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Building Plans  
T.B. Hospital Plans  
Flood Control  
City Beautiful  
Hills  
Removal of Poles  
Billboards  
Lawns  
Beautifying River  
City Dumps-Rubbish  
City Bench Mark  
City Markets  
Comfort Station  
Conduits  
Costs  
Drainage  
Fire Houses, City & State  
Flood Control  
City Trees  
Health Board  
Garbage  
Street Lighting  
Electric Plants  
Gas Lighting  
Utility Plants  
Municipal Ownership  
Consumers Power Rates  
Suburban Utilities  
Traffic  
Municipal Garage  
Through Streets  
Plumbing  
River  
Canals  
Pollution  
Safety  
Safety Tests  
Auto Accidents  
Sanitation  
Sewers  
Sidewalks  
Smoke  
Snow Removal  
Street Improvement  
Street Names  
Street City & State  
Street Lights  
Street Railroads  
Street Railway  
Street Sprinkling  
Street Types  

Street Viaducts  
Street X-Ways  
Voting  
Water (chronological)  
Water, Fluoridation & Filtration  
Water, Meters  
Water, G.R. Hydraulic Co.  
Water, Plumbing  
Water, Reservoir  
Water Statistics  
Water Suburban  
Watering Troughs  
Weights & Measures  
Work  
Misc.  

RIVER

  

RECREATION

  

Bios  
Budget  
Assembly Halls  
Automobile  
Band Concerts  
Baseball  
Bicycle  
Billiards  
Boating  
Bowling  
Checkers-Chess  
Circus  
Clubs  
Dancing  
Dog Shows  
Fairs  
Fishing  
Golf  
Horses  
Kites  
Marbles  
Newsboys  
Parks  
Playgrounds  
Recreation  
Shooting  
Skating, etc.  
Swimming  
Tennis  
Theatre  
Tourists  
Y.M.C.A. 



 

11

  
Youth Commonwealth & Centers  
Whistling (no cards)  
Misc. Recreation  

SCHOOLS

  
Administrative Personnel  
Adult Ed., See also High School  
Annexation  
Art  
Athletics   

General   
Baseball   
Football   
Swimming   
Tennis   
Track  

Attendance, See also Census Enrollment   
Truancy  

Board of Education   
Membership   
Operations  

Buildings & Sites (see Schools A-Z)  
Census (see Enrollment, Attendance)  
Curriculum   

General   
Special Subjects   
See also Art, Manual training, Gardening  

Dancing  
Debate, (See also Oratory)  
Drop-outs  
Enrollment  
Essay Contests  
Examinations  
Exceptional Children   

General   
Blind   
Deaf  

Financial Affairs   
General   
Bond Issues   
Cost per Pupil   
State Aid   
Taxes  

Fire Safety  
Fraternities  
Gardening  
Graduation  
Health, Sanitation  
Junior High School  
Kindergarten  
Libraries  

Lunches  
Maintenance Employees  
Manual Training (see Vocational Training)  
Military Training (inc. ROTC)  
Newsboys School  
Open Air School  
Oratory Contest  
Overcrowding  
P.T.A., Mother’s Clubs  
Playgrounds  
Religion in Public Schools  
Reports, Surveys, etc.  
Safety (see also Fire Safety)  
Scholarships  
School year  
Spelling Contest  
Summer School  
Superintendents  
Teachers   

General   
Credit Union   
Organizations, Local & State   
Retirement   
Salaries   
Training  

Textbooks  
Trade Schools (see Manual & Voc. Training  
Truancy  
Vocational Guidance  
Vocational Training (see Manual Training  
War & the School, (WWI, WWII, etc.)  
Water Supply  
Working Permits  

INDIVIDUAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS, A-Z

  

NON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

  

Catholic  
Christian  
Private  

SPORTS

  

Arenas  
Auto Racing  
Biography  
Baseball  
Basketball  
Bicycling  
Billiards  
Boating  
Bowling 
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Boxing  
Curling  
Chess  
Cock Fights  
Fishing  
Football  
Golf  
Hockey  
Horse Racing  
Horseshoes  
Pigeons  
Ping Pong  
Polo  
Shooting  
Skating  
Soccer  
Swimming  
Track  
Tennis  
Winter Sport  
Wrestling  
Misc. Sports  

TRANSPORTATION

  

Early History  
Air  
Auto  
Biography  
Bicycle  
Bridges  
Bus  
Freight  
Railroads  
R.R. Interurban  
River  
Stage  
Streetcars  
Taxi  
Toll  

WELFARE, A-Z

  

ANECDOTES

  

WEATHER

   


