
  

WMGS 
Newsletter 

Summer 2012 
 

 
 Mini Classes 

 

Mini Classes are held in the Grand Rapids Public 
Library from 12:15 to 1:15 in the Adult Computer 
Center. They are free to the general public. 
 
 

June 9: Image Scanning – The Basics. 
During this class we will review how scanners work, the 
various types and their associated costs, and the 
parameters around scanning for genealogical record 
purposes. 

 

 

 

WMGS Program Schedule 
 

The following programs will be held in the Grand 
Rapids Public Library in the Ryerson Auditorium. 
Meetings begin at 1:30 pm, starting with WMGS business 
and followed by the speaker. Admission is free and 
everyone is welcome! Parking is free at the Library on 
Saturdays. Remember to have your parking ticket 
validated in the Library’s main lobby. Refreshments are 
served after the speaker’s presentation. Books and 
supplies may be purchased from the Sales Table before 
and after the programs.  
 
 
 

June 9, 2011 
 

Finding Grandma’s Polish Ancestors 
This presentation will focus on how to find the vital 
records for your ancestors in the “old country.” Steve 
Szabados will discuss how he used maps and gazetteers 
to find his grandmother's birthplace, and then how he 
found the Polish records for his grandmother’s 
ancestors. He also describes what sources he used to 
translate the records. He will also discuss sources for the 
records for a few other countries.  He will share some 
resources that go beyond the traditional documents that 
have enabled him to gather documents, pictures and 
information that has enriched his understanding and 
knowledge of his heritage. 
 
 
 

No meeting in July and August 
 

 
October 12 & 13, 2012 

 

Got Ancestors?! Seminar 
Mark your calendar for the our annual Seminar featuring 
Curt B. Witcher, MLS, FUGA. Curt is best known as the 
Manager of the Historical Genealogy Department of the 
Allen County Public Library. He is also a Past President 
of the National Genealogical Society and the Federation 
of Genealogical Societies. We have moved our annual 
Seminar into Family History Month, and will once again 
be holding the Got Ancestors?! 2012 Seminar at Prince 
Conference Center. The topics for the classes and 
registration information will appear at 
www.gotancestors.com when it becomes available. 

WMGS Family History Writers’ Workshops 
 

 
June 19, July 17, August 21 at 1:30 to 4:45 p.m. 

Dominican Center, 2025 Fulton St East 
 
The Writers’ Workshops are designed to help and 
support each other’s desire to write about our families 
with a kind eye and lots of humor. Everyone is welcome. 
We informally discuss questions relevant to each 
person’s work, provide helpful, non-judgmental feedback 
on writer’s current projects and have fun learning about 
each other and our research. Everyone is welcome to 
bring their latest writing project rather than the 
suggested topic for the meeting. 
 

June 19:  Your own “Ethical Will” (We write wills 
to leave tangible property to our 
children. An “Ethical Will” includes 
intangibles from the things you’ve 
learned in your life you’d like to give to 
them. 

 
July 17:  Why I love or hate Summer heat. 
 
August 21:  My favorite website for research or the 

one that has helped me the most in my 
writing. 
 

The workshops are held at the Dominican Center on the 
corner of East Fulton and Lakeside Drive. Please call 
Sister Michael Ellen Carling at 616-643-0208 (home) or 
616-643-0225 (office) if you are attending for the first 
time. You may park in the Dominican Center parking lot 
on Lakeside Drive. Use the lower entrance on the east 
side of the large portico. Go down the steps or down the 
cement ramp to enter the building. The receptionist will 
direct you to the room. 



 
Great Lakes Events 

 

July 13, 2012 
Fading Photos: How to Identify, Scan, 

Restore & Archive Historical Photographs 
This is a half-day History Skills Workshop conducted 
by the Historical Society of Michigan. The workshop 
will be held at the HSM Main Office, 5815 Executive 
Dr., Lansing, Michigan from 9:00 a.m. to noon. The cost 
is $35 for HSM members and $79 for non-members 
(includes a 1 year HSM membership.) 
Call (800) 692-1828 register or register online at 
www.hsmichigan.org/programs 

 
July 13 & 14, 2012 

2012 Abrams Genealogy Seminar 
This year the seminar will be held at the Archives of 
Michigan on Friday afternoon and from 9:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. Saturday. Josh Taylor, will be the keynote 
speaker. More information and registration details will 
be posted at http://mimgc.org/ when they become 
available.  
 

July 15, 2012 
Museum Free For All 

The Grand Rapids Public Museum, Gerald R. Ford 
Museum, Grand Rapids Children’s Museum and the 
Grand Rapids Art Museum will participate in the 
quarterly Museum Free for All from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Four museums with free general admission all day. 

 
July 20, 2012 

GRPL Lock-In 
The Grand Rapids Public Library will hold their next 
Lock-In on July 29, from 5:30-10:00 p.m. This is a great 
opportunity for people who are new to genealogy to 
get help from members of WMGS. As always, printing 
is free and Ancestry.com, Fold3.com and NEHGS are 
free. Registration at www.grpl.org/train is normally 
open 30 days prior to the event. This is a very popular 
event with a long waiting list. If you register for this 
event and later learn that you are unable to attend, 
PLEASE call the GRPL to let them know you won’t be 
attending and give someone else the chance to attend.  
 

August 27, 2012 
My Old House: Researching 

Your Home’s History 
The Vicksburg Historical Society hosts Robert Myers, 
Actor/Author/Historian/Lecturer and Curator of the 
Berrien County Historical Association. He will present 
a mini-class at 6:00 p.m. about his collection at the 
Berrien County Center for History. At 7:00 p.m. he will 
talk about the methods used to research the history of 
your house. Both presentations will be held at the Van 
Buren District Library, 200 N Phelps St, Decatur, 
Michigan. 

June 5, 2012 
Tracing Your Civil War Ancestors 

2006 Lucy Mary Kellogg Award winner Jim Jackson, 
owner of MichList.com, will offer information on soldiers’ 
military experience and later life that is available from 
federal, state and local records. Some of these records 
have been reproduced on CDs or available online. Many 
useful internet research sites are presented. Presented by 
the Oakland County Genealogical Society. 7:00 pm St. 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 5500 North Adams Troy, MI 

 
 

June 7 & 8, 2012 
German Genealogy: A Two Day Mini-Course 

The Allen County Public Library in Fort Wayne, Indiana 
will hold a two day seminar featuring Steve Myers and 
John Beatty. The seminar will be an excellent introduction 
for researchers with little or no experience in German 
records and will cover basic sources and techniques that 
lead to success. Topics: An Introduction to German 
Genealogical Research; Using German Church Records; 
Advancing Your Research with the PERiodical Source 
Index (PERSI); German Maps, Gazetteers & Other 
Important Printed Sources; Swiss Genealogical Records; 
and Palatines Along the Hudson: Researching 18th 
Century Settlers on Livingston Manor. There will be a tour 
of The Genealogy Center and assisted research time both 
days. Space is limited. Please register early to avoid 
disappointment. Registration is $50 (Please make check 
payable to: “ACPL Foundation”). Cancellation after May 
24, 2012 will incur a $20 administrative fee. For more 
information, see the website GenealogyCenter.org, call 
260-421-1225 or email Genealogy@ACPL.Info. 

 
 

June 18, 2012 
Researching the British Isles (Mini Class) 

Roger Drong will present a mini-class at the Kalamazoo 
Valley Genealogical Society’s monthly meeting. The class 
begins at 6:15 p.m. at the Portage District Library, 300 
Library Lane, Portage, Michigan. 
 
 

July 5, 2012 
The Battle at Middleburg 

Berrien County Historical Association curator Robert 
Myers describes a little-known battle the 12th Michigan 
Infantry fought at Middleburg, Tennessee. A tiny force of 
115 men, most of them from Berrien County, defended 
their post against 5,000 Confederate cavalry. This new 
PowerPoint presentation looks at a Union victory against 
the odds that renewed the spirit of the 12th Michigan 
Regiment. Berrien County History Center at Courthouse 
Square, 313 N. Cass St, Berrien Springs, MI, Thursday 6:30 
p.m. 



2012 Membership List 
 

WMGS is nothing without our Members. Here is the most recent list of those who make us something. 
Thank you to all of our 348 new and renewing Members! 

 
Sharon & Scott Adrian, Fremont, MI 
Sally Akehi, Grand Rapids, MI 
Evelyn Allerding, Freeport, MI 
Janet Alpert, Holland, MI 
Mary A Alt, Marne, MI 
Barbara Anderson, Sacramento, CA 
Judith Anderson, Grand Rapids, MI 
Veronica Aungst, Grand Rapids, MI 
Bob & Marian Avink, Grandville, MI 
Leslie Bagwell, Holder, FL 
Charlyn Bailey, Ravenna, MI 
Judy Baird, Lowell, MI 
Donald & Jane Barsema, Grand Rapids, MI 
George Bayard, Grand Rapids, MI 
Lynnette Bean, Shelbyville, MI 
Hattie Beenen, Grand Rapids, MI 
Eleanor Benz, Kalispell, MT 
Shirley Bergman, Plymouth, IN 
Herbert Besemer, Grand Rapids, MI 
Cheryl Bignall, Grand Rapids, MI 
Susan Billow, Dorr, MI 
Melissa Bird, Peoria, AZ 
Jinny Black, El Cajon, CA 
Patricia Blood, Ionia, MI 
Karen Blumenshine, Cedar Springs, MI 
Sue Bogard, Grand Rapids, MI 
Tammy Bond, Rockford, MI 
Fred Boogaard, Grandville, MI 
Nancy L Borst, Grand Rapids, MI 
Donald Bos, Austin, TX 
Pauline Bosch, Grand Rapids, MI 
Gerald Bott, Grand Rapids, MI 
Gerald L Bowersox, Hudsonville, MI 
Pat Brewer, Dorr, MI 
Jack Briggs, Ada, MI 
Willa Brown, Grand Rapids, MI 
Mary Bruining, Jenison, MI 
Donald & Mindy Bryant, Grand Rapids, MI 
Kenneth Buehler, Rio Rancho, NM 
Irene Bultman, Grand Haven, MI 
Janice Burke, Grand Haven, MI 
Robert A Bush, Grand Rapids, MI 
Bruce B & Marcia Butgereit, Kentwood, MI 
Jean Butler, Walker, MI 
Keith G Calkins, Berrien Springs, MI 
Kathy Campbell, Grand Rapids, MI 
Carol Caraccia, Ypsilanti, MI 
Paula B Carbone, Collinsville, OK 
Sister Michael Ellen Carling, Grand 
Rapids, MI 
Sherry Carney, Grandville, MI 
JoAnn Carpenter, Coopersville, MI 
Suzanne R Carpenter, Comstock Park, MI 
Sarabeth Carr, Grand Rapids, MI 
Patricia Cedarholm, Conklin, MI 
Gail Chambers, Grand Rapids, MI 
Maurice R Chase Jr., Palo Alto, CA 
Fran Christensen, Grand Rapids, MI 
Carol Church, Ravenna, MI 
Kathleen E Coffee, Grand Rapids, MI 
Fred Cole, Hudsonville, MI 
Nancy Collins, Grand Haven, MI 
Shirley Compton, Cedar Springs, MI 
Rachel Connell, Wyoming, MI 
Barbara Conner, Hastings, MI 

Kathy Cook, Grand Rapids, MI 
Barbara Cooley, Grand Rapids, MI 
John Cosgrove, Ada, MI 
David R Cosper, Downers Grove, IL 
Roger Cotner, Grand Haven, MI 
Allan Couch, Grand Rapids, MI 
Marcia L Cox, Grand Rapids, MI 
Steven Crum, Grand Rapids, MI 
John Dale, Fenton, MI 
Dale & Claudette Darling, Comstock Park, 
MI 
Sharynanne Davey, Rockford, MI 
Dona David, Muskegon, MI 
Kelly Davidson, Cold Spring, KY 
Darlene Dawood, Sand Lake, MI 
Claudia S Day, Grand Rapids, MI 
Shirley DeBoer, CG, Grand Rapids, MI 
Marvel M DeBois, Grand Rapids, MI 
Leona R DeBruyne, Grand Rapids, MI 
Robert DeFer, Chesterfield, MO 
Lillian S DeHart, Cincinnatus, NY 
Lori Demmink, Marne, MI 
Richard H Dewey, Benicia, CA 
Tom Dickenson, Ada, MI 
Frederick Dolehanty, Rochester Hills, MI 
Sue Dombrowski, Grand Rapids, MI 
Judith L Dood, Byron Center, MI 
Lorrie Dowling, Wyoming, MI 
Micky Drollinger, Alto, MI 
Paul Drueke, Middleville, MI 
Betty J Dunham, Kalkaska, MI 
Ann Ed, Grand Rapids, MI 
James & Frances Eddy, Salem, OR 
Sandra L Einig, Byron Center, MI 
David J Eisen, Mishawaka, IN 
Vicki Elzinga, Belmont, MI 
Laurel A Emerson, Richmond, MI 
Gayla J Endahl, Marne, MI 
Christine Evans, Grand Rapids, MI 
Margaret M Evans, Lansing, IL 
Marlene Fabbro, Wyoming, MI 
Patti Faist, Caledonia, MI 
Connie Fales, Muskegon, MI 
Joanne Fast, Comstock Park, MI 
Norma J Fick, Grand Rapids, MI 
Kaye L Fish, Grand Rapids, MI 
Sandra Fisher, Kentwood, MI 
David Fitzgerald, West Bloomfield, MI 
Denton W Fitzgerald, Royal Oak, MI 
Steven E Flowers, Pinto, MD 
Shantell Ford, Lowell, MI 
Wenda - Rae Fore, Jenison, MI 
Lori L Fox, Portland, MI 
Susan Frasier, Grand Rapids, MI 
Kenneth R Gackler, Caledonia, MI 
Patricia A Galloway, Grand Rapids, MI 
Charles E Gasper, Grand Rapids, MI 
Charles Gates, Lake Worth, FL 
Patricia Gemmen, Allendale, MI 
Noralyn Gillette, Grand Rapids, MI 
Shirley Goodspeed, Grand Rapids, MI 
Karen Grant, Grand Rapids, MI 
Gary L/Barbara J Green, Rockford, MI 
Patricia H Green, Kentwood, MI 
Barbara Greene, Caledonia, MI 

Lora Greenland, Rockford, MI 
Shirley Nason Greenwood, Santa Cruz, CA  
Bill Grinstead, Grand Rapids, MI 
Sally Grove, Wyoming, MI 
JoAnne K Gulliver, Sugar Land, TX 
Sylvia Gurk, Pierson, MI 
Ruth Gustafson, Spokane, WA 
Linda Guth, Jenison, MI 
Nancy Guzzo, Grand Rapids, MI 
Sue Haadsma-Svensson, Indianapolis, IN 
Charlotte E Haag, La Marque, TX 
Candy Haberkorn, Holland, MI 
Linda Haney, Grandville, MI 
Joan Hansen, Grand Rapids, MI 
Patricia Gruse Harris, Michigan City, IN 
Carolyn Hart, Jenison, MI 
Roger Haskins, Fairfax, VA 
Becky Haywood, Grand Rapids, MI 
Arvin Heilman, Holland, MI 
Eleanor Henze, Grand Rapids, MI 
Larry Herrington, Rockford, MI 
Jane Hesselschwerdt, Grand Rapids, MI 
Megan and Jim Heyl, Holland, MI 
Alyce Hole, Rockford, MI 
Ann Hole, Comstock Park, MI 
Graham Hollis, Kalamazoo, MI 
Mrs Noel C Horn, Grand Rapids, MI 
Bobbe & Roger Horton, Grand Rapids, MI 
Linda Huffaker, Rockford, MI 
Janice K Hulbert, Grand Rapids, MI 
 David C Husted, Jenison, MI 
Connie Ingham, Grand Rapids, MI 
Shirley Ingraham, Grand Rapids, MI 
Sue Irvine, Grand Rapids, MI 
Kathryn Jackson, Hot Springs Village, AR 
Thomas E Jarvis  III, Grand Rapids, MI 
Janet Jensen, Rockford, MI 
Johnie B Johnson, Bath, MI 
Dixie L Johnston, Delton, MI 
Marilyn Jones, Bolivar, MO 
Philip Jones, Annapolis, MD 
Henrietta Jordan, Columbus, WI 
Dorothy Kane, Grandville, MI 
Dawn Marie Kelley, Muskegon, MI 
Julaine B Kern, Barryton, MI 
Kay Kiel, Wyoming, MI 
Beth Kleersnyder, Grand Rapids, MI 
Doris Knight, Grand Rapids, MI 
Doris M Koehn, Kentwood, MI 
Mindy Koole, Greenville, MI 
Carol Koty, Mukwonago, WI 
Carol Kroll, Grand Rapids, MI 
Kathleen Kross, Wyoming, MI 
Gail Kukawski, Grand Rapids, MI 
Alan Landheer, Jenison, MI 
Jeri Landheer, Jenison, MI 
Mary M Lane, Dearborn, MI 
Rick & Kim Lanting, Byron Center, MI 
Kathlyn Larson, Grand Rapids, MI 
Margaret Laskowski, Comstock Park, MI 
Lacie  Latimore, Charlotte, MI 
Marlene Leistico, Comstock Park, MI 
Frederick W Leonard, Alto, MI 
Martha "Marti" Lind, Clarksville, MI 
Vicki  Lindquist, Wyoming, MI 



2012 Membership List 
 

WMGS is nothing without our Members. Here is the most recent list of those who make us something. 
Thank you to all of our 348 new and renewing Members! 

 
Char Livermore, Cedar Springs, MI 
Melissa R Lyman, Fruitport, MI 
John K MacAulay, Grand Rapids, MI 
Eric Piehl & Martha MacCleery, Ada, MI 
Margaret Maksymowski, Grand Rapids, 
MI 
Laurel Manning, Portland, MI 
Jerilyn Marshall, Cedar Falls, IA 
Harriet McCarthy, Lansing, MI 
Janet McFarland Idema, Wyoming, MI 
Lynne McHoskey, Lansing, MI 
Patricia McIntyre, Grand Rapids, MI 
Ronald & Joyce McMichael, Lakeview, MI 
Elaine P Medich, Flushing, MI 
Susan Merizon, Walker, MI 
Don Meyer, Covington, KY 
Linda Meyer, Grand Rapids, MI 
William Meyer, Wyoming, MI 
John J Miller, Rockford, MI 
Mary Julia Mitchell, Lansing, MI 
Shirley Mitchell-Jones, Three Rivers, MI 
Rita M Modderman, Grand Rapids, MI 
Betty Lee Mollo, Richland, MI 
Helen C Morey, Belmont, MI 
James R Moses, Lansing, MI 
Ruth Scarlett Muir, Grand Rapids, MI 
Nancy L Myers, Grand Rapids, MI 
Paula Naujalis, Grand Rapids, MI 
Phyllis A Neitzel, Wyoming, MI 
Julia Nellett, Grand Rapids, MI 
John Nelson, Comstock Park, MI 
Joan Nielsen, Grand Rapids, MI 
Virginia Norberg, Portage, MI 
Patrick Nugent, Ada, MI 
Laura O'Brock, Grand Rapids, MI 
Sue Osgood, Grand Rapids, MI 
Eleanor Palmer, Rockford, MI 
Barbara Parker, Greenville, MI 
Vickey Parker, Coopersville, MI 
Curtis & Jennette Parkhurst, Otsego, MI 
Kayleen Pawloski, Kentwood, MI 
Loraine Peterson, Grand Rapids, MI 
Carol Phelps, Grand Rapids, MI 
Dianne Phelps, Reed City, MI 
Linda Phillips, Grand Rapids, MI 
Mary Jane Phillips, Wyoming, MI 
Alice Pickel, Grand Rapids, MI 
Dorotha Simmons Piechocki, Wyoming, 
MI 
John W Pierce, Ionia, MI 
Lisa Pietrzak, Walker, MI 
Gloria Porritt, Alto, MI 
Kathryn J Post, Grand Rapids, MI 
Dorothy & Russ Prince, Grand Rapids, MI 

Carl and Lucinda Puite, Cedar Springs, MI 
Mary Quarandillo, Grand Rapids, MI 
Susan J Rabick, Sparta, MI 
Jim Rademaker, Grand Rapids, MI 
Patrick Rademaker, West Olive, MI 
Betsy Randall, Reed City, MI 
Mary Raper, Grandville, MI 
Allan Rau, Rockford, MI 
Lucille A Read, Grand Rapids, MI 
Connie Reik, Melrose, MA 
Therese Rich, Hudsonville, MI 
Joyce Richards, Montague, MI 
Diane M Rider, Grand Rapids, MI 
Patricia Riley, Grand Rapids, MI 
Mary Jo Robertson, Thousand Oaks, CA 
Donna J Rogers, Belmont, MI 
Susan Rydell, Lapeer, MI 
David Ryder, Columbus, OH 
David A Schantz, Kentwood, MI 
Kathleen Scheid, Grand Rapids, MI 
Shirley Schepers, Hudsonville, MI 
Nan Schichtel, Grand Rapids, MI 
Bobbi Schirado, Sparta, MI 
Eileen & David Schmuker, Belmont, MI 
Wanda Schottler, Grand Rapids, MI 
Marcia L Schulz, Cedar Springs, MI 
Suzan Schumacher, Wyoming, MI 
Caroline J Shearer, Ada, MI 
Patricia Shearer, Alto, MI 
Marcia L Shears, Grand Rapids, MI 
Rosemary Sheffer, Mio, MI 
Brian Shumway, Hastings, MI 
Caroline Sias, Grand Rapids, MI 
William J Simmons, Grand Rapids, MI 
Patricia A Skrycki, Grand Rapids, MI 
David Lee and Liz Smith, Grandville, MI 
Grace Bliss Smith, Harrison Twp, MI 
Janet S Smith, Allegan, MI 
Rebecca Smith, Howard City, MI 
Betty VanEyck Snow, Hudsonville, MI 
Gail M Snow, Ada, MI 
Darlene J Snyder, Comstock Park, MI 
Elaine Snyder, Grand Rapids, MI 
Arthur G Souter, Cooks, MI 
Mary Southwick, Holland, MI 
Virginia L Staal, Grandville, MI 
Terrence M Start, Grandville, MI 
Julie A Steere, Jenison, MI 
Eleanor Stegehuis, Grand Rapids, MI 
Lois M Stephens, Grand Rapids, MI   
Betsy Stevens, Greenville, MI 
Linda Love Stewart, Grand Rapids, MI 
Catherine M Stoddard, Grandville, MI 
Meredith Stoehr, Centerville, OH 

Linda Stoepker, Dorr, MI 
John G Strickland, Battle Creek, MI 
Linda S Struman, Cedar Springs, MI 
Susan E Studabaker, Three Rivers, MI 
Jeanette Studley, Washington, DC 
Sue and Jim Swanlund, Grand Rapids, MI 
Pamela K Swiler, Lake Odessa, MI 
Cindy Swix, Portland, MI 
Barbara Termeer, Grand Rapids, MI 
Coral E Thomas, Clarksville, TN 
Dian Thomas, Ada, MI 
Elizabeth W C Thompson, Holland, MI 
Sheryl Tisdel, Rockford, MI 
Denise J Toogood, Coopersville, MI 
Jessica Trotter, Lansing, MI 
Theresa Tuttle, Grand Rapids, MI 
Ann VanDenMeerendonk, Grand Rapids, 
MI 
Marion VanderVeen, Grand Rapids, MI 
Trenna VanderWoude, Lowell, MI 
Ann VanDusen, Rockford, MI 
Robert & Esther VanHammen, Honor, MI 
Marjorie VanTuinen, Trufant, MI 
Janet C VanWyck, Alto, MI 
Barbara Vredevoogd, Hudsonville, MI 
Robert B Walsh, Bothell, WA 
Ruth Waybrant, Grand Rapids, MI 
Maryrita Weiss, Grand Rapids, MI 
Johanna Welke, Grand Rapids, MI 
Lynn Wells, Grand Rapids, MI 
Barbara Wenger, Belding, MI 
Patricia Wenzel, Champaign, IL 
Dawn Westfall, Great Valley, NY 
Dorris White, Coral, MI 
Linda Wieck, Rockford, MI 
Judith A Wiers, Hudsonville, MI 
Marcia Wiersma, Norton Shores, MI 
Jan Williams, Fountain, MI 
Judith Wilson, Walker, MI 
Loyd Winer, Grand Rapids, MI 
JoAnn Wisner, Jenison, MI 
Vivian Wittkowski, Wyoming, MI 
Sue & Ron Wortley, Wyoming, MI 
Pat Wright, Spring Lake, MI 
Marilyn Young, Yuma, AZ 
Marjorie Young, Byron Center, MI 
Dana Zamiara, Raleigh, NC 
Julie Ann Zenk, Holland, MI 
Charlene Zoet, Spring Lake, MI 
Margie Zylstra, Hudsonville, MI 

 

 
.



 

If you, as a new or renewing member, would be willing and able to hold an office or work on a committee or 
project, WMGS would appreciate your help very much. You may indicate your area of expertise and/or 
interest on this membership form. We will be happy to contact you about your desire to help. Thank you! 
 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION NEW_________ RENEWAL___________ 
 
 $20 in the USA US$25 Outside the USA 
 
Make checks payable to: Western Michigan Genealogical Society or WMGS 
 
DATE:   PHONE:   E-MAIL:  
 
NAME:  
 
ADDRESS:  
 
CITY:   STATE:   ZIP+4:   
 
What is your level of genealogy experience? (circle one): Beginner Intermediate Advanced 
 
Would you like someone to contact you about volunteer opportunities with WMGS? Yes No 
 
Do you use computer software to manage your genealogy?  No Yes   
 list the software you use 
 

Send checks and completed form to: 
WMGS Membership, Western Michigan Genealogical Society 
111 Library St NE, Grand Rapids MI 49503-3268 

Family Search Update 
The 1940 U.S. Census Indexing project is off and 
running! Delaware, Colorado, Kansas, Oregon, 
Virginia and New Hampshire have been completely 
indexed, arbitrated and are searchable at 
www.familysearch.org. Ten more states have been 
completely indexed. WMGS would like to thank all of 
the volunteers that have joined the Michigan 
Genealogical Council indexing team. Your effort has 
made us the third highest indexing team with an 
accuracy rating better than 95%.  Michigan is 14% 
complete. At the current pace, all 50 states will be 
completely indexed by October! Are you wondering 
what happens after the 1940 census project is finished? 
You can use your skills to index other projects in 
FamilySearch’s long list of indexing projects. 
 

New British & Irish Genealogy Website 
Mick Southwick has started a new website specializing 
in British and Irish genealogy. It contains news about 
family history, a directory of services, entertaining 
stories and newspaper clippings from the world of 
family history and items for sale. Take a look at what 
Mick has to offer at www.bi-gen.blogspot.com. 
 
Historical U.S. County Boundary Maps Online 

http://Randymajors.com/p/maps.html shows the 
location of the county lines on a current map. It will tell 
when county lines changed and what legislative action 
caused it to happen. 
 
 

Fold3 Discount for WMGS Members 
Together with Fold3, we are adding value to your 
society membership. Fold3 is the Web's premier 
collection of original military records, hosting online 
source documents to help with your research. From 
now until the end of September 2012, you will receive a 
discount on an Annual All-Access Fold3 membership. 
The annual subscription is normally $79.95, but will be 
reduced to $49.95 for WMGS members. Take 
advantage of this offer while it lasts! Are you already a 
Fold3 All-Access Member? Add a year to your 
membership with this special offer. Go to 
www.wmgs.org and click on the Fold3 banner to 
activate the discount. 
 Do you subscribe to Ancestry.com? You can 
get an annual subscription to Fold3.com for only 
$39.95. You will need to call Fold3.com at 1-800-613-
0181 from 11 am to 6 pm EST on Monday thru Friday 
to arrange this discount. 
 

Where’s My Michigana? 
No, your dues didn’t get lost in the mail and you 
weren’t deleted from our database. Our Michigana staff 
have experienced some health issues that have 
prevented us from publishing the Spring issue of 
Michigana on schedule. Please be patient while our staff 
gets healthy. 



 
 

Western Michigan Genealogical Society 
c/o Grand Rapids Public Library 
111 Library St NE 
Grand Rapids  MI  49503-3268 
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About WMGS 
 
The Western Michigan Genealogical Society is dedicated to gaining knowledge, preserving records and teaching others 
about genealogy and family history. 
 
Membership: An annual membership to WMGS is $20 and begins on January 1st of each year. Membership benefits 
include: 10% discount on all items at the Sales Table, four issues of Michigana per year, free queries in Michigana, free 
online brick wall help and leadership opportunities. Your membership in the Western Michigan Genealogical Society 
will also include use of the private files of the Society and publication of your genealogy online at trees.wmgs.org. 
 
Change of Address: (Temporary or Permanent) If you will be permanently moving to a new address or going on an 
extended vacation, please notify WMGS before your address change occurs. Be sure to include the date your address will 
change or the dates when you will leave and plan to return. Email your address change information to the Society at 
membership@wmgs.org 
or write to: WMGS – Membership 
 Western Michigan Genealogical Society 
 111 Library St NE 
 Grand Rapids  MI  49503-3268 
 
 

2012 WMGS Officers 
 

President Don Bryant Recording Janet Jensen 
 email: president@wmgs.org Secretary email: JanetJ6990@aol.com 
   Phone: (616) 874-8035 
Vice President Marcia Shears 
 email: U08554@hotmail.com Immediate Past Mindy Koole 
 Phone: (616) 458-1221 President email: koole2@comcast.net 
   Phone: (616) 691-7986 
Treasurer Marlene Fabbro  
 email: mfabbro@sbcglobal.net 
 Phone: (616) 530-8232  
   


