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New England’s Colonial Period 

 

 

Composition 

New England is comprised of the following states:  Massachusetts, Maine, 

New Hampshire, Maryland, Connecticut, and Rhode Island.  Below is a listing 

of the original thirteen states along with the year the state was founded and 

by whom in order of colonization:

NAME 

Massachusetts 

Maine 

New Hampshire 

Maryland 

Connecticut 

Rhode Island 

Delaware 

New Jersey 

New York 

Pennsylvania

Year Founded 

1620 

1607 

1623 

1634 

c. 1635 

1636 

1638 

1664 

1664 

1682

Founded By 

England 

England 

England 

England 

England 

England 

Sweden 

Sweden 

England 

Sweden/Dutch
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Records 

As the United States was not formed until after 1776, the records before 

that time period are located at the local level as well as across the pond in 

the country that settled that area, i.e. England, Sweden, etc. 

Do not forget to look at court records.  The courts settled a lot of arguments 

between neighbors.  While your ancestors may not have been murderers or 

witches, they may have been involved in disputes involving land and/or 

property. 

Boundaries also play an important role as town names changed or 

disappeared.  Maps for this time period are a valuable resource.  Also, 

remember that boundaries did not play as much of a role in regards to 

where they attend church, school, etc.  On average, they attended what was 

closest to them at the time.  This also holds true with religion.  They may be 

Methodist, but if a Presbyterian church was closest, they may have attended 

the Presbyterian church instead. 

While you wish to check the DAR records, just remember that not all citizens 

wanted to break from England and instead remained loyal to the crown.  

There are a number of resources available for this population and some may 

have gone to Canada. 

Also remember not everything is available online.  You still want to look at 

local libraries and archives in the area you are researching.  You also want to 

contact any local historical and/or genealogical society for that area.  They 

will be very knowledgeable about what types of records have survived and 

where they would be located. 

Sources 

Books 

Genealogists Handbook for New England Research – Edited by Mike LeClerc 

Researching Your Colonial New England Ancestors – Patricia Lee Hatcher 

New England Court Records – Diane Rapaport 
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Websites – General 

The Great Migration Project www.greatmigration.org  

The New England Genealogical Historical Society www.americanancestors.org  

Connecticut State Library and Archives www.cslib.org/handg.htm  

Massachusetts State Archives www.statearchives.us/massachusetts.htm  

Maine State Library www.maine.gov/msi/services/genealogy/index.shtml  

Rhode Island State Library www.statearchives.us/rhode-island.htm  

US Genweb http://usgenweb.org/states/index.shtml  

Cyndi’s List http://www.cyndislist.com/us/colonial-america/  

Family Search www.familysearch.org  

Ancestry www.ancestry.com  

Fold 3 www.fold3.com  

New Sweden https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/New_Sweden_Genealogy  

Websites – Overseas 

British National Archives www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/  

Swedish National Archives www.riksarkivet.se/  

German National Archives www.bundesarchiv.de/  

Dutch National Archives http://en.nationalarchief.nl/  

 

Societies 

Daughters of the American Revolution www.dar.org  

Sons of the American Revolution www.sar.org  

Society of Mayflower Descendants www.themayflowersociety.org  

Colonial Dames of America http://nscda.org/  
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