
 

  

Upcoming Membership Meetings                                                     
We meet at 1:30 p.m. in the Ryerson Auditorium of the Grand Rapids Public Library on the first Saturday 

of the month, September through June. Should the first Saturday fall on a holiday weekend, another day will 

be scheduled. Unless a special program, each meeting has a one-hour lecture on a genealogy related subject 

by a knowledgeable speaker. Books and charts are sold at our meetings and a "Hospitality Hour" follows.                    

All meetings are free and open to the public (NO IN-PERSON MEETINGS YET) 
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Newsletter           
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Saturday, December 4, 1:30 p.m. (ZOOM) 

https://zoom.us/j/97300550464?

pwd=aG0xNytMTENXUVVxL0N3ZG9mSkJjdz09#success 

(Or access via WMGS website, click on the link for the meeting) 

Presenter: Cynthia Grostick 

                                                                                                                                  

Topic: Do you have colonial New England ancestors? 

  
In this class we will learn about the resources available on both 
sides of the pond to help in researching your colonial ancestors.   
  
Cynthia Grostick was born and raised in 
Lansing, Michigan.  She first started 
working on her family’s history in 1995 
after reviewing a publication created by a 
distant cousin.  Her mother’s family set-
tled in a small village in Michigan back in 
1839, coming by covered wagon from 
New Jersey and New York.  Cynthia can 
trace several lines of her mother’s family 
in the United States to the 1600s in both 
New York and New England.  Her father’s paternal family came 
to Michigan in 1849, arriving by boat from Germany and settled in 
Genoa Township, Livingston County.  Her father’s maternal side 
arrived in the United States from Sweden in the 1870’s, and Cyn-
thia is able to trace her Swedish ancestry back to the 1600’s in 
Sweden.  Cynthia currently serves as president, newsletter edi-
tor, NGS delegate & backup webmaster for the Livingston County 
Genealogical Society and as trustee for the Eaton County Gene-
alogical Society.  Cynthia is a past president of the Michigan Ge-
nealogical Council as well as founder and past president of the 
Stockbridge Area Genealogical/Historical Society.  Cynthia was 
presented with the Award of Merit from the Federation of Genea-
logical Societies for her leadership role during the Library of 
Michigan’s family history collection crises.  

 

Remember to “like” and follow                                                   

WMGS on Facebook                                                               

Find us at: 

https://www.facebook.com/

wmgs.org/                                        

or search for “Western Michigan                               

Genealogical Society” at                            

Facebook and you will be directed 

to our FB private group 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

After a successful Got Ancestors?! 

Conference back in October, we are 

already planning for 2022.  Please 

keep Saturday, October 15, 2022 

open for our next conference. 
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Saturday, January 8, 1:30 p.m. 

Virtual presentation via Zoom Webinar                                           

Zoom link:  Access via WMGS website,                                                                               
click on the link for the meeting 

 
Presenter: Jessica Trotter 

                                                                                                                                 

Topic: Occupational Records: Finding                 

Work-Related Paper Trails  

 
What types of gems can you find in occupational 
records? Farmers, Teachers, Coopers, and 
more all created records that may enhance our 
research and stories.   
 
Jessica Trotter holds a 
Master of Science in 
Information, Archives 
and Records Manage-
ment Specialization 
from the University of 
Michigan—but works in 
public libraries by day. 
Her genealogy re-
search areas include 
Midwest, African Ameri-
can, British Isles, Cana-
dian, and Early American research. She also 
maintains a genealogy research related blog 
called Genie Road Trip at:  
 
http://genieroadtrip.wordpress.com.    

 

Saturday, February 5, 1:30 p.m. 

Virtual presentation via Zoom Webinar                                          

Zoom link:  Access via WMGS website,                                                                               
click on the link for the meeting 

 
Presenter: Kris Rzepczynski   

                                                                                                                             

Topic: Michigan Online: Family History Tools for 

the Great Lakes State 

 
This session will explore key 
Michigan online genealogy 
resources, including both 
popular and lesser-known 
sites, as well as effective 
search strategies for Michi-
gan research.   
  
A Senior Archivist at the Ar-
chives of Michigan, where he 
specializes in family history 
and Michigan research, Kris 
has worked in the genealogi-
cal community for nearly 20 years. He holds a Master of 
Library and Information Science from Wayne State Uni-
versity and a Master of Arts in History from Western 
Michigan University. Kris has presented at national, 
state, and local conferences, including the Federation of 
Genealogical Societies, National Genealogical Society, 
Ohio Genealogical Society, Historical Society of Michi-
gan, Indiana Historical Society, and for dozens of local 
genealogical societies and public libraries.  

SAVE THE DATE 

 

 

 

 

 

Bus Trip to Ft. Wayne’s   

Allen County Public Library     

 

Monday & Tuesday, 

April 20 – 21, 2022  

 

Membership Renewal 

It’s that time of year again, time to renew 

your yearly membership with WMGS.                    

Membership has it’s benefits from discounts 

to our quarterly magazine to leadership               

opportunities and more.  Please find the              

renewal form on page 7. 
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Save the Date for History Detectives                                
Grand Rapids 2022! 

 
Local history devotees 
will be delighted to note 
that History Detectives 
Grand Rapids will be 
back in 2022! To safe-
guard our viewers, the 2022 program will consist of 8 pre
-recorded programs which will be able to be viewed on 
History Detectives Day – and after! The History Detec-
tives GR YouTube channel programming will be available 
for viewing starting Saturday morning, January 22, 2022. 
Local history organizations partnering to present the pro-
grams include: 
 
· Grand Rapids African American Museum and Archives 
· Grand Rapids City Archives 
· Grand Rapids Historical Commission 
· Grand Rapids Historical Society 
· Grand Rapids Public Library 
· Grand Rapids Public Museum 
· GVSU Kutsche Office of Local History 
· Greater Grand Rapids Women’s History Council 
· Library of Michigan 
· Western Michigan Genealogical Society 

DNA Test Kit Sales 

 
Around various holidays, DNA test kits compa-
nies generally offer reduced prices on test kits.  
Here are a few that are on sale during this holi-
day season. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.23andme.com/ 
 
Ancestry +plus Traits Service 
The DNA kit with the most comprehensive     
ancestry breakdown and 30+ trait reports. 

• 80+ personalized reports                                          

• Ancestry percentages (to the 0.1%) 

• 2000+ geographic regions 

                                                                               

Health upgrade available 

$79 (down from $99) Offer ends December 

26, 2021 

____________________________________ 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/ 

Origins plus Ethnicity (and DNA matches) 

$59 (down from $99) Offer ends December 

31, 2021 

____________________________________ 

 

 

 

https:/livingdna.com/ 

• Full ancestry reports                                       

• Deep ancestry reports 

• Optional family matching 

 
$59 (down from $99) 

Grand Rapids Family History Center  

 

The Grand Rapids Family History Center is open for pa-
trons! Hours are Tuesday 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., and 
Wednesday evenings from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 pm. 
The Premium Portal (which provides free access to An-
cestry.com, Fold3, Newspapers.com, Alexander Street, 
findmypast (UK genealogy) to name a few, is updated 
and available.  

Please call if you have any questions! 616-949-3343. 

Address: 2780 Leonard NE   
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WikiTree Family Builders Program 

 

Let the WikiTree US Black Heritage 

Project Build Your Family Tree for 

Free! Anyone with US Black herit-

age who has enough family infor-

mation to get us back to the 1940 

Federal Census can request this free service. The US 

Black Heritage team will build your tree from scratch up to 

the 2nd great-grandparent level and help you share it with 

family and friends while respecting privacy. The team 

helps people on a first-come, first-served basis. After you 

complete the request form, a Family Builder will contact 

you when it’s your turn. To learn more, go to:  

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/

Space:US_Black_Heritage_Family_Builders_Team 

Roots Tech 2022 

FamilySearch announced that RootsTech Connect 
2022 will take place on March 3–5, 2022, as a fully 
virtual family history event. After welcoming over one 
million visitors from over 240 countries to its 2021 
online event, RootsTech Connect 2021 was the larg-
est in the history of RootsTech. The success of this 
online experience is spectacular proof of humanity’s 
interest in discovering our roots and connecting to 
each other. The Global, Expanded RootsTech Experi-
ence 

Continuing with the virtual model for RootsTech Con-
nect 2022 will allow people across the globe to partic-
ipate for free. Classes will have a mix of on-demand, 
livestream, and interactive sessions where people 
can socialize, ask questions, and learn from experts 
and enthusiasts. There will be engaging demonstra-
tions and experiences for all ages and multicultural 
celebrations that will connect attendees to their family 
story and to each other. 

As anticipation builds for RootsTech 2022, many are still taking advantage of all that RootsTech 2021 has to 
offer. With over 1,500 free, on-demand sessions available year-round at RootsTech.org, the website offers a 
tremendous amount of family history learning and inspiration. 

Keep an eye out for RootsTech registration to open in September 2021! For reminders and updates,                      
visit RootsTech.org, and click on Subscribe for Updates. You can also follow RootsTech 

on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 

Do you know of something that our 

members need to know and/or would be           

interested in knowing? Send your        

information to: 

talkingtree@wmgs.org  

The editors of the WMGS newsletter and the 
WMGS quarterly, the publicity chairperson, the 
website and database managers, the WMGS 

president — and more — will receive the                  
information. So you don’t have to wonder who 

to contact, just send it to:                                           

talkingtree@wmgs.org 

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wikitree.com%2Fwiki%2FSpace%3AUS_Black_Heritage_Family_Builders_Team&data=04%7C01%7C%7C440661348ace46d9cc2b08d9a21a12b2%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637719055132068375%7CUnkn
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wikitree.com%2Fwiki%2FSpace%3AUS_Black_Heritage_Family_Builders_Team&data=04%7C01%7C%7C440661348ace46d9cc2b08d9a21a12b2%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637719055132068375%7CUnkn
http://www.rootstech.org/
http://www.rootstech.org/
http://www.rootstech.org/
http://www.rootstech.org/
https://www.facebook.com/RootsTech/
https://www.instagram.com/familysearch/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/FamilySearch
mailto:talkingtree@wmgs.org
mailto:talkingtree@wmgs.org
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Genealogy Themed Podcasts 
With so much genealogy being done at home on computers during the winter months (and due to 
the pandemic), this is the perfect time to supplement genealogy learning and entertainment by lis-
tening to genealogy themed podcasts.  Here are a few to consider. 

 

https://maureentaylor.com/category/the-photo-detective/
Maureen Taylor is a frequent keynote speaker on photo identification, 
photograph preservation, and family history at historical and genealog-
ical societies, museums, conferences, libraries, and other organiza-
tions across the U.S., London and Canada.  

 

https://www.familytreemagazine.com/genealogy-podcast/                                                                                     
Hosted by Lisa Louise Cooke (previous speaker at Got Ancestors?! Conference), she takes you behind the 
scenes to learn more about genealogy topics from Family Tree magazine, courses and more. Each episode 
features interviews with genealogy experts and Family Tree editors on using genealogy websites, records 
and resources, along with sneak peeks at the latest tools from Family Tree.  

 

https://anchor.fm/cynthia-anne                                                                            
Hispanic Genealogy Talk is a podcast that will encourage others who are looking 
for their Hispanic ancestors. The episodes will include book recommendations, arti-
cles, History, interviews with Hispanic genealogists and others who have tips for 
the subscribers to help them on their journey of discovery.  

 

http://www.genealogyguys.com/                                                                        
George G. Morgan and Drew Smith have been podcasting about genealogy since 
September 2005, when they launched The Genealogy Guys Podcast.  Each epi-
sode includes the latest news from genealogical companies and organizations, lis-
tener email, and other content, such as book reviews and brief interviews. George 
and Drew delve into all kinds of topics that would interest every genealogist, from 
the beginner to the expert.  In June 2016, the Guys added Genealogy Connection, 
an all-interview podcast. Drew connects the listener to some of the biggest names 
in the genealogical community, including researchers, writers, speakers, educators, 
entrepreneurs, technologists, librarians, and archivists.  

 

https://www.audible.com/pd/Conversations-with-Kenyatta-Podcast/
B08K57MK4J                                                                                              
"Genealogy Roadshow" host and author of "The Family Tree Toolkit," Kenyatta D. 
Berry looks into genealogy, ancestry, and family history as well as what it means to 
have enslaved ancestors, and interviews with experts in the field in this podcast 
“Conversations with Kenyatta”. 
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2022 WMGS Writing Contest 

~ Survivors ~ 
It's amazing, what our ancestors lived through. From personal tragedies like illness to sweeping historical 
events like war, people, then and now, find a way to survive. Now is the time to write about your ancestors' 
challenges and hardships, and how they managed to survive. Most importantly, what can we learn from the 
courage and resiliency of our ancestors? How do they inspire us? 

Write it up and enter the 2022 WMGS Writing Contest. 
Rules for the WMGS Writing Contest 

Eligibility: All family historians and genealogists, except the Michigana Editor and judges, are invited to submit their 
favorite story for the contest. There is no entry fee and membership in WMGS is not required. 

Length: Stories should be between 1,500 and 3,000 words in length. In order to encourage quality in research, please 
cite your sources by using endnotes and attach copies of documentation when appropriate. Family group sheets and 
pedigree charts should be included if pertinent. Endnotes, documentation, photograph descriptions and               chart                        
information will not be included in the word count. 

Formats: Entry must be submitted in Microsoft Word. **IMPORTANT: Please send digitized photographs,                  charts, 
maps or graphics separately as 300 dpi tiff or jpeg files.** 

Identification: Include the story title, your name, mailing address, phone number and approximate word count in the 
body of the email. This information will only be used to identify and notify the winners. Other than the title,            this                
information does not need to be included within your entry. 

Deadline: Entries will be accepted between January 1 & March 31, 2022. 

 

Notification: Contest winners will be announced before the end of 2022, on the WMGS Facebook Page, in the next 
available issue of Michigana and at a WMGS membership meeting, if possible. Each entrant will also receive                   an email 
with the results of the WMGS Writing Contest at the time of the announcement. Winners do not have                       to be present 
to win. Prize winning articles will be published in future issues of Michigana. By submitting articles, authors are giving 
WMGS one-time print & digital rights and are aware that submission will be edited by Michigana staff prior to 
printing; copyright is retained by the author. Entries may not have been previously published. All                    prizes may not be 
awarded. 

Prizes: 1st prize: $100 and 1 annual WMGS membership (total value - $120); 2nd prize: $75 and 1 annual WMGS   
membership (total value - $95); 3rd prize: $50; 4th prize: $25 

 
For further information or any questions about the       

Writing Contest, please contact the Michigana Editor at                                    
michigana@wmgs.org. 

Want help or feedback? 

The WMGS Writers Group meets the third 
Tuesday of the month and we would love to 

help you make your story the best                             
that it can be. 

 
For information about location, time, 

and directions go to: wmgs.org 

mailto:michigana@wmgs.org
mailto:michigana@wmgs.org
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Membership Application 

NEW________________ RENEWAL________________ 

   $20 in the US  $25 outside the USA 

   Membership begins January 1 and ends December 31 

DATE:_________________ PHONE: ______________________ EMAIL:____________________________________ 

NAME:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY:___________________________________ STATE:____________________ ZIP+4_______________________ 

What is your level of genealogy experience” (circle one): Beginner Intermediate Advanced 

Would you like someone to contact you about volunteer opportunities with WMGS? Yes No 

Option of receiving the WMGS newsletter by regular mail_________ or via email: __________  

Would you like to donate to WMGS?   Yes    No If yes, Amount: _____________________________ 

Make checks payable to WMGS, Send checks and completed form to: 

     WMGS Membership, Western Michigan Genealogical Society                  

     c/o Grand Rapids Public Library     

     111 Library St. NE       

     Grand Rapids, MI 49503-3268      

WMGS WRITERS GROUP 

Since its inception in 2004, Sister Michael Ellen Carling, one of the Writers Group’s founders, has arranged 
for us to meet at the Dominican Center. Many things have changed over the last year-and-a-half and one of 
them was that the Main Building of the Dominican Center was sold to an organization which will renovate it 
into apartments. Sister Michael Ellen and the other Dominican Sisters have been gracious and helpful in 
opening their home to the Writers Group for almost 17 years. We have enjoyed their company, graciousness, 
and thank them for their years of support.  

Our new meeting location is: 

       Central Christian Church 

      2525 Leonard St. NE  

      Grand Rapids 49505 

 

The church is located on the north side of Leonard just west of the I-96 exit to Leonard. It is set back from the 
road with a long driveway. When you enter the main doors you’ll be directed to the meeting room. Ron Os-
good is our host and if you have any questions you can call his cell phone 616-334-7712.  

We are still planning on meeting in person for the December Writers Group meeting. Check the WMGS web-
site for any updates or cancellations. Please make sure you are vaccinated. The next meeting for the Writers 
Group will be December 14th instead of the 21st. We decided the 21st was too close to Christmas. Tradition-
ally we have brought and eaten delicious treats at our December meeting, but because of Covid that’s not an 
option. So this December 14th the topic will be to share copies of a recipe and write down the story of why it's 
important to our family’s history.  

 

It’s also tradition that at the December meeting we brain storm ideas for topics for the next year’s meetings. 
Everyone is welcome to share your work, get feedback and enjoy each other’s company.  
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

About WMGS 

The Western Michigan Genealogical Society is a dedicated to gaining knowledge, preserving records and teaching 

others about genealogy and family history. 

Membership:  An annual membership to WMGS is $20 and begins on January 1st of each year.  Membership benefits 

include: 10% discount on all items at the sales table, four issues of Michigana per year, free queries in Michigana, free 

online brick wall help and leadership[ opportunities.  Your membership in the Western Michigan Genealogical Society 

will also include use of the private files of the Society and publication of your genealogy online at trees.wmgs.org 

Change of Address: (Temporary or Permanent) If you will be permanently moving to a new address or going on an 

extended vacation, please notify WMGS before your address change occurs.  Be sure to include the date your address 

will change or the dates when you will leave and plan to return.  Email your address change information to the Society 

at membership@wmgs.org or write to:  WMGS—Membership, c/o GRPL, Western Michigan Genealogical Society, 111 

Library St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503-3268. 

WMGS Contact Information                                                        

President—Mindy Koole     Michigana Editor                                                              
president@wmgs.org      michigana@wmgs.org                                                                               

VP– Marcia Shears         Newsletter Editor—Jessica Riley                                                    
U08554@hotmail.com  jessica629@hotmail.com 

Secretary—Lisa Christensen Publicity Chair—Jessica Riley                                                                        
lisachristensen49301@gmail.com jessica629@hotmail.com 

Treasurer—Mark Timmer             Past President—Don Bryant                      
mark.timmer@centurytel.net webmaster@wmgs.org 

 

 

 

 

 

                             
WMGS                                                                                           
c/o Grand Rapids Public Library                                                      
111 Library St. NE                                                                       

Grand Rapids, MI 49503-3268 

      _____________________________________________________________ 


