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Upcoming Membership Meetings
We meet at 1:30 p.m. in the Ryerson Auditorium of the Grand Rapids Public Library on the first Saturday
of the month, September through June. Should the first Saturday fall on a holiday weekend, another day will
be scheduled. Unless a special program, each meeting has a one-hour lecture on a genealogy related subject
by a knowledgeable speaker. Books and charts are sold at our meetings and a "Hospitality Hour" follows.

All meetings are free and open to the public
Saturday, November 9, 2019
Membership Meeting
1:30 p.m.
Understanding the Ethnic Ancestry in Your DNA Test

Presenter: Richard Hill
Many DNA tests now include a breakdown of your overall ethnic ancestry.
Yet many people don’t get the results they expect. And different companies
may show different results for the same person. People also wonder why
siblings see different results on the same test. Or why Native American ancestry does not always show up when expected. This session will address
these issues and more. Like which tests to consider and which ones to
avoid.
We will review and compare actual ethnicity reports from AncestryDNA,
23andMe, FTDNA’s Family Finder, MyHeritage, Living DNA, GEDmatch,
National Geographic’s Geno 2.0, and Insitome. Many examples will be for
people of mostly European ancestry, including some siblings. Reports for an
African-African and a person of Mexican ancestry will
explore more diverse ancestry.
Richard Hill was the first known case of an adoptee
using genetic genealogy DNA tests to identify his
birth family. He is the author of two books. Finding
Family: My Search for Roots and the Secrets in My DNA is an award-winning personal memoir that follows his decades long search for his birth parents.
Hill's Kindle Short Book, Guide to DNA Testing, gives readers just enough information to choose between DNA tests and find the best one for their purposes.
He also authors the web site, DNA-Testing-Adviser.com and gives presentations
on genetic genealogy.

Saturday, December 7, 2019
Membership Meeting

Saturday, January 4, 2020
Membership Meeting

1:30 p.m.

1:30 p.m.

1000 Photographs: A Visual Journey of
Family Roots

Michigan Online: Family History Tools for the
Great Lakes State

Presenter: George A. Bayard, III
Presenter: Kris Rzepczynski
In the mid-1980s my
grandmother became ill
and I moved into her
house. She never threw
away anything, so I discovered all kinds of artifacts,
clothes, furniture squirreled
away in her home. Most of
all, boxes and boxes of
family photographs, a rarity
for a poor, African American family. As an art collector myself, I was amazed at this find and eager to
start connecting images to the names in my tree. Unfortunately, she passed away before I could have her
identify the many pictures and my dad and uncle were
no help at all. Out of the 1000s of photographs, only
about 100 are identified so my journey began to give
this diverse group of images some context to my own
genealogy and family folklore.

This session will explore key Michigan online genealogy resources, including both popular and
lesser-known sites, as well as effective search
strategies for Michigan research.
A Senior Archivist at the Archives of Michigan,
where he specializes in family history and Michigan research, Kris has worked in the genealogical community for nearly 20 years. He holds a
Master of Library and Information Science from
Wayne State University and a Master of Arts in
History from Western Michigan University. Kris
has presented at national, state, and local conferences, including the Federation of Genealogical
Societies, National Genealogical Society, Ohio
Genealogical Society, Historical Society of Michigan, Indiana Historical Society, and for dozens of
local genealogical societies and public libraries.

I examine the breakthroughs and roadblocks to tag
some wonderful images. A few are famous, others are
unknown everyday folks. I will share the pictures and
tell what I’ve found out about them and how my search
is a continuing journey.

A former Vice-President of Membership for the
Federation of Genealogical Societies and a former President of the Mid-Michigan Genealogical
Society, his current memberships include the Association of Professional Genealogists, Polish
Genealogical Society of Michigan, Western
Pennsylvania Genealogical Society, and Historical Society of Michigan.

George A. Bayard III started Bayard Art Consulting in
1989. That business evolved into Bayard Gallery of
Fine African American Art & Books which also fed our
desire to collect Black history.
George has owned West Michigan’s oldest gallery devoted to artists of color for 30 years. An Art Education
major from the University of Delaware, George became regional manager of Philadelphia’s largest picture frame chain before moving to Michigan.
Currently, George is the founder and Executive Director of GRAAMA, the Grand Rapids African American
Museum and Archives. This 5-year journey has culminated with Grand Rapids only museum devoted to
Black history, culture, education, and community.
George is a 2019 Baxter and ArtPrize award winner,
professional picture framer, conservator, appraiser,
artist, lecturer, collector, historian, film maker, and writer.
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New Facebook Group

Two Hour Classes—VanderVeen Room
4th Floor

We have a new Facebook group for the WMGS members and friends! We want to continue to talk and connect about local genealogy issues, meetings, and seminars. Search for “Western Michigan Genealogical Society” at Facebook and you will be directed to this closed
group. Send a request to join and one of our administrators will give you access. This is a great space to
ask questions, make connections with local researchers
and have fun posting and messaging about local genealogy! Join us today.

November Two Hour Class: Prepping for Allen
County Library
Wednesday, November 6, 6:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m.
Time at a major genealogy library means the potential to find information on your ancestors that is
not available at your local library or online. So,
how are you preparing for this trip? What will you
do once you arrive? We have some suggestions
to help you.

Instructor: Sue Irvine
December Two Hour Class: Come Learn About
Ancestry DNA
Wednesday, TBA (check website for date)
Instructor: Lisa Christensen

Genealogy Lock-In

MINI CLASSES

Friday, November 15, 2019

12:00 noon—1:00 p.m.

6:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m.
Come to the Grand Rapids History and Special Collections Department for a free after-hours program
just for genealogists. Learn how to use the library
databases, newspaper microfilm and other resources, and take advantage of free copying and
printing during the event. Bring your family history
questions or problems—volunteers from the Western Michigan Genealogical Society will be on hand
to assist. Network with other genealogists—you
never know what you might find. Registration required: www.grpl.org/register or call 616-988-5400.

Saturday, November 9, 2019
Topic: Trello for Genealogy
Learn what Trello is ... And isn't ... And how you can
utilize it to help you with your genealogy research.
12:00 p.m.—1:00 p.m.
Location: Lower Level Adult Computer Lab, GRPL
Instructor: Michele Hoogewind

Saturday, December 7, 2019
Topic: TBA
12:00 p.m.—1:00 p.m.
Location: Lower Level Adult Computer Lab, GRPL
Instructor: Linda Guth

Saturday, January 4, 2020
Topic: TBA
12:00 p.m.—1:00 p.m.
Location: Lower Level Adult Computer Lab, GRPL
Instructor: Linda Guth
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2020 Census Temporary Jobs

December Sales Table Discount
We will be celebrating our 65th anniversary at our
December meeting with cake and a sale!
The WMGS Sales Table will offer a 20% discount
off your entire purchase if you are a member of
WMGS or a 10% discount off your entire purchase
if you are NOT a member of WMGS.
Only available at December 7, 2019 meeting.

You can help your community! Apply for one of thousands of temporary #2020CensusJobs. Census results determine the number of seats each state has
in the U.S. House of Representatives as well as how
funds are spent on roads, schools and hospitals. Apply online at 2020census.gov/jobs.

DNA Interest Group (DIG)
Formed in 2015, the Western Michigan Genealogical Society's DNA Interest Group (DIG) meets on
the 3rd Thursday of each month in the Grand Rapids Public Library's VanderVeen Center on the 4th
floor. Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. The group
discusses the use of Y-DNA (male) and mtDNA
(mitochondrial—female) and autosomal DNA
(atDNA) tests and their relationship to family history
research.

You may be eligible if:
 You are a U.S. citizen.
 You are at least 18 years old.
 You have a valid Social Security number.
 You have a valid e-mail address.

Questions, comments, or program suggestions are
welcome. Please contact:

 You complete an application and assessment ques-

tions. (For some positions, the assessment questions may be available in Spanish; however, an
English Proficiency Test may also be required.)

Roger Moffat- DataMaster@wmgs.org

 You are registered with the Selective Service Sys-

tem if you are a male born after December 31,
1959.
 You pass a criminal background check and a re-

view of criminal records (including fingerprinting) as
part of the Census Bureau's hiring process.

Remember to “like” and follow
WMGS on Facebook

 You do not engage in any partisan political activity

while on duty.

Find us at:

 Your current employment (including law and regula-

tory enforcement jobs) is compatible with Census
Bureau employment (reviewed on a case-by-case
basis).

https://www.facebook.com/
wmgs.org/

 You are available to work flexible hours, including

days, evenings, and/or weekends.
 You commit to completing training. (If offered a job,

you will be paid for this training at a training pay
rate.)
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2020 WMGS Writing Contest
~ A Memorable Trip or Journey ~
Travel is a part of many family experiences and the stories that come from the trips we and our ancestors have
made shape us into who we have become. Write a story about a memorable trip or journey.
Suggestions for possible topics include:
• Immigration to another country
• Forced immigration or migration
• Migration from one area to another
• Taking a vacation to visit a loved one
• Visiting a place that holds signif cant meaning for your family
• Taking a trip back to the "old country" or an original homestead

Write it up and enter the 2020 WMGS Writing Contest.
The Western Michigan Genealogical Society has worked for over 60 years to educate researchers in evaluating and citing
sources. Your story may inspire someone else to use new research techniques or discover a unique resource. The 2020
WMGS Writing Contest will recognize unpublished excellent genealogical writing by awarding substantial prizes. Prize wining
entries will be published in Michigana. Like all submissions to Michigana, entries will be thoroughly edited before
publication. Information about submitting any article to Michigana can also be found in the latest issue of Michigana, or at
wmgs.org.

Rules for the WMGS Writing Contest
Eligibility: All family historians and genealogists, except the Michigana Editor and judges, are invited to submit their
favorite story for the contest. There is no entry fee and membership in WMGS is not required.
Length: Stories should be between 1,500 and 3,000 words in length. Please cite your sources by using endnotes and
attach copies of documentation when appropriate. Family group sheets and pedigree charts should be included if
pertinent. Endnotes, documentation, photograph descriptions, nor chart information will be included in the word count.
Formats: Entry must be completed in Microsoft Word. **IMPORTANT: If you include your photographs, charts, or
graphics within your document, please also send them separately as 300 dpi tif or jpeg files.**
Identification: Include the story title, your name, mailing address, phone number, and approximate word count in the
body of the email. This information will only be used to identify and notify the winners. Other than the title, this
information does not need to be included within your entry.

Deadline: Entries will be accepted between January 1 & March 31, 2020.
Email your submission to michigana@wmgs.org with
“WMGS Writing Contest 2020” written in the Subject Line
Notification: Contest winners will be announced at the June 2020 Membership Meeting, on the WMGS Facebook Page,
and in the next available issue of Michigana. Each entrant will also receive an email with the results of the WMGS Writing
Contest at the time of the announcement. Winners do not have to be present to win. Prize winning articles will be
published in future issues of Michigana. By submitting articles, authors are giving
Want help or feedback?
WMGS one-time print and digital rights; copyright is retained by the author. Entries
may not have been previously published. All prizes may not be awarded.
The WMGS Writers Group meets
the third Tuesday of the month and
we would love to help you make
your story the best that it can be.
For information about location,
time, and directions go to: wmgs.org

Prizes:
1st prize: $100 and 1 annual WMGS membership (total value - $120);
2nd prize: $75 and 1 annual WMGS membership (total value - $95);
3rd prize: $50; 4th prize: $25

For further information or any questions about the Writing Contest, please contact
Julie DeVisser, Michigana Editor, at michigana@wmgs.org
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Grand Rapids History Detectives
Saturday, January 18, 2020 9:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Grand Rapids Public Library— Ryerson Auditorium
One day, six programs, and an unforgettable journey of local historical moments,
people, and places in the history of West Michigan
(http://subjectguides.grcc.edu/HistoryDetectives)

9:30 a.m.—10:15 a.m.
All Aboard for Kalamazoo! (History of Plank Roads)
Speaker: Marty Arnold
Sponsor: Grand Rapids Public Library
10:30 a.m.—11:15 a.m.
House History: Uncovering Stories of Early African-Americans in West Michigan
Speaker: Don Bryant
Sponsor: Western Michigan Genealogical Society
11:30 a.m.—12:15 p.m.
CENTENNIAL 2020! Grand Rapids, Suffrage City
Speakers: Julia Bouwkamp & Jo Ellyn Clarey
Sponsor: Greater Grand Rapids Women’s History Council
12:15 p.m.—1:00 p.m.
Lunch - Reserve ahead!
Boxed lunches are $10 and must be reserved in advance.
Choose a turkey, ham, or vegetarian sandwich. Also included in the lunches are a fruit cup, pasta salad,
cookie, condiments, and bottled water. Pop will be available for an additional $1.00

To reserve a lunch call 616-234-3038 or email historydetectives@gmail.com by
Tuesday, January 14. Cash payment is due at the event.
1:00 p.m.—1:45 p.m.
How the Pokagon Avoided Removal
Speaker: Marcus Winchester
Sponsors: Grand Rapids Historical Society and Kutsche Office of
Local History
2:00 p.m.—2:45 p.m.
An Island in the Furniture City: The Black Hills Neighborhood and
Grand Rapids Industry
Speaker: Matthew Daley
Sponsor: Grand Rapids City Archives
3:00 p.m.—3:45 p.m.
What was Behind the Furniture Strike of 1911?
Speaker: Tim Gleisner
Sponsor: Grand Rapids Historical Commission
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WMGS WRITERS GROUP
This group meets the THIRD TUESDAY every month from 1:30 to about 3:45 p.m. at the Dominican Center. The
Writers Group holds supportive meetings for everyone who wants to learn more about organizing and writing family
history. We take time to informally discuss questions relevant to each person’s work, provide helpful, non-judgmental
feedback on current or on-going writing projects, discover new research techniques, and have fun making new friends.
Genealogy is more than “names and dates.” An ancestor’s story or a personal memory are even more fascinating and
enlightening. But some genealogists don’t know how to begin, while others just need a deadline to kick start their
creative juices. The Writers Group can fulfill both of these needs.
Upcoming Writing Topics:

November: Describe a family favorite recipe and the story behind it or memories of cooking, serving or eating it.
December: Our traditional potluck luncheon. Bring a dish to pass and suggestions for next year’s writing topics.
January: Describe your own, or an ancestor's most unusual job.
PLANNING ON ATTENDING?
Those who attend are encouraged to bring several copies of a Work-In- Progress (WIP), but it’s not a requirement and
everyone is invited to participate in the discussion. Members include those who are just starting to write and others who
have been working on their genealogy for some time. Everyone is welcome - newbies with fresh ideas, and seasoned
vets whose pens have been in the trenches for some time. If you plan to attend, please let Sister Michael Ellen Carling
know you will be there. Call her at 616-514-3231 (home), or 616-514-3340 (office) and her email address is mecarling@grdominicans.org. This gives her an estimate of the number of chairs to set up. She’s also the person to call if you
have any questions or need more specific directions.

Membership Application
NEW________________ RENEWAL________________
$20 in the US

$25 outside the USA

Membership begins January 1 and ends December 31

DATE:_________________ PHONE: ______________________ EMAIL:____________________________________
NAME:_________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________________________________
CITY:___________________________________ STATE:____________________ ZIP+4_______________________
What is your level of genealogy experience” (circle one):

Beginner

Intermediate

Would you like someone to contact you about volunteer opportunities with WMGS?
Would you like to donate to WMGS?

Yes

No

Advanced
Yes

No

If yes, Amount: _____________________________

Make checks payable to WMGS, Send checks and completed form to:
WMGS Membership, Western Michigan Genealogical Society
c/o Grand Rapids Public Library
111 Library St. NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503-3268
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NON-PROFIT

US POSTAGE
PAID
GRAND RAPIDS, MI
PERMIT No. 209
WMGS
c/o Grand Rapids Public Library
111 Library St. NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503-3268

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

_____________________________________________________________

About WMGS
The Western Michigan Genealogical Society is a dedicated to gaining knowledge, preserving records and teaching
others about genealogy and family history.
Membership: An annual membership to WMGS is $20 and begins on January 1st of each year. Membership benefits
include: 10% discount on all items at the sales table, four issues of Michigana per year, free queries in Michigana, free
online brick wall help and leadership[ opportunities. Your membership in the Western Michigan Genealogical Society
will also include use of the private files of the Society and publication of your genealogy online at trees.wmgs.org
Change of Address: (Temporary or Permanent) If you will be permanently moving to a new address or going on an
extended vacation, please notify WMGS before your address change occurs. Be sure to include the date your address
will change or the dates when you will leave and plan to return. Email your address change information to the Society
at membership@wmgs.org or write to: WMGS—Membership, c/o GRPL, Western Michigan Genealogical Society, 111
Library St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503-3268.

WMGS Contact Information
President—Mindy Koole
president@wmgs.org
Phone (616) 719-3429

Michigana Editor—Julie DeVisser
Michigana@wmgs.org

VP– Marcia Shears
U08554@hotmail.com

Newsletter Editor—Jessica Riley
jessica629@hotmail.com

Secretary—Michele Hoogewind
mhoogie321@outlook.com

Publicity Chairman—Denise Fedko
dhfed@yahoo.com

Treasurer—Mark Timmer
mark.timmer@centurytel.net

Past President—Don Bryant
webmaster@wmgs.org
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