
2014 WMGS Writing Contest
“My Brick Wall”

Family Historians often deal with several kinds of Brick Walls. At some point, many researchers discover ances-
tors or collateral relatives who simply refuse to tell us about themselves or their parentage. Finding sources (some-
times even one) to prove who is or is not an ancestor, is an educational journey. Some Brick Walls involve family 
traditions or stories: proving or disproving them requires diligent research. 

WMGS has worked for 60 years to educate researchers in evaluating and citing sources. Your story may inspire 
someone else to use new research techniques or discover a unique resource.

The 2014 Writing Contest will recognize unpublished excellent genealogical writing by awarding substantial 
prizes. Prize winning entries and those receiving an “Honorable Mention” will be published in Michigana. All win-
ning or Honorable Mention submissions will be printed in Michigana. By entering the contest the author gives 
WMGS one time rights to publish the story.

 Like all submissions to Michigana, entries will be thoroughly edited before publication.

Additional information about submitting any article to Michigana can be found in the 2013 Fall issue, or at 
wmgs.org. 

Rules: 

Eligibility:  All family historians and genealogists, except the Michigana Editor and judges, are invited to sub-
mit their favorite story for the contest. There is no entry fee and membership in WMGS is not required.Deadline: 
Entries will be accepted between January 1 and March 15, 2014. 

Length: Stories should be between 1,500 and 3,000 words in length. Please cite your sources by using End-
notes, and attach copies of documentation when appropriate. Family group sheets and pedigree charts should be 
included if pertinent. Neither documentation nor charts will be included in the word count.

Formats: It saves time for the Editor if entries are emailed, but those that are printed will also be accepted. 
When emailed, PDF or Word formatting is preferred. Photographs or digital copies should be in tiff or jpeg files at 
300 dpi. Email your submission to rhjschirado@gmail.com with “Michigana Contest” written in the Subject Line. 

If submissions are mailed, please double-space on one side of standard letter-size 8.5” x 11” paper. Number each 
sheet and make sure your name is on it. Include copies of all photographs and supporting information. Mail to: 
WMGS, Grand Rapids Public Library, 111 Library St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503-3268.

Identification: Be sure to include the story title, your name, your mailing address, phone number, and approx-
imate word count. This information will be only used to identify and notify the winners.

Notification: The Judge’s decisions will be announced at the April 2014 Membership Meeting and in the Spring 
2014 issue of Michigana. Winners do not have to be present to win. Prize winners will be published in future issues 
of Michigana. By submitting articles, authors are giving WMGS one time print and digital rights. However copy-
right is retained by the author. Entries may not have been previously published. Judges’ comments will be provided 
upon request. All prizes may not be awarded.

The prizes:

1st prize: $100 and 1 annual WMGS membership (total value - $120)
2nd prize: $75 and 1 annual WMGSS membership (total value - $95)
3rd prize: $50 
4th prize: $25

NEED HELP?
The WMGS Writers Group meets the third Tuesday of the month and we’d love to help you make your story the 

best that it can be. For information about location, time, and directions go to www.wmgs.org. 

For further information or any questions about the Writing Contest, please contact the Michigana Editor at 
rhjschirado@gmail.com.

ALL ENTRIES DUE BY MAY 15, 2014!!! 



2014 WMGS Writing Contest  
Submission Suggestions:

•   It is helpful to submit articles digitally in file formats readable in Microsoft Word, preferably Word (.doc or 
.docx files). 

•   Place tables or charts at the end of your file. 

•  Photographs and images are encouraged, but please do NOT embed them in your text file; send each image as 
a separate file. Clearly identify each image and include suggested captions for each. 

•   Photographic scans should be 300 dpi tiff or jpeg files. Digital photographs are also accepted, preferably from 
cameras with at least 10 megapixels and in high quality tiff or jpeg formats.

•   Paper copies are accepted. 

Style and Format

Spacing: Use only ONE space after a period, not two. 

Spelling: Spell-check your document; consult a recent dictionary when in doubt.

Style: Refer to Chicago Manual of Style, 15th Edition or later.

Citations: Please use them whenever they are needed. Refer to Elizabeth Shown Mills, Evidence Explained. Ms. 
Mills repeatedly notes that, “Citations are an art, not a science.” Variations in format are permissible, but please 
be consistent within your document. Provide enough information that readers can evaluate the source and find 
the source if they wish to view it for themselves. Endnotes, rather than footnotes, are preferred. Remember: any-
thing that is not general knowledge should have a source citation.

Verbs: Make sure verbs match your subjects in tense, person, and number. Avoid passive voice.

Numbers: Spell-out numbers under 10. Numbers over ten should be numeric: 12, 49, 52, etc. An exception to 
this occurs at the beginning of a sentence where all numbers must be spelled out. 

Dates: Unless you are using a direct quote from another document, use the standard genealogical form: “21 June 
2010.”

Abbreviations: Avoid abbreviations. Do not use postal state abbreviations (MN), except in postal addresses. 
Otherwise, please spell out the state, province or nation.

If you have questions or wish to submit digital files contact the Editor at: rhjschirado@gmail.com.


