
Western Michigan Genealogical Society 

Celebrating 60 Years!!! 
Presents 

Oak Hill South Cemetery Walking Tour 

       (the walk is free) 

Saturday, August 2, 2014 

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 

 (Rain Date: Sunday, August 3, 2014)  

 Optional $10.00 boxed lunch picnic to follow the tour 

 

www.wmgs.org   Oak Hill (South) Cemetery 

Public Welcome  647 Hall Street S.E. 

 Grand Rapids, Michigan 

 
Thomas R. Dilley, local historian and cemetery history expert will lead the members of 

the Society on a walk through the wonders of Oak Hill Cemetery.  As the first and best 

local exemplar of the park cemetery format, Oak Hill offers fine examples of late 19th 

and early 20th century design in both its layout and design, and the many beautiful 

monuments and structures found there.  It is at Oak Hill where the often ebullient 

taste for elaborate memorial design of the late Victorian age is most openly 

expressed, and it is here that many of the leaders in the early growth of Grand Rapids 

chose their final resting places.  During the walk, the art and architecture of Oak Hill, 

as well as some of the stories of those interred will be discussed.  Questions during 

the entire walk are encouraged, and will be discussed, if not answered. 

 

Thomas R. Dilley is a retired attorney, and life-long resident of Grand Rapids, and has 

researched and written about its history extensively.  He is the author of three books: 

Grand Rapids in Vintage Postcards 1890-1940; Grand Rapids – Community and 

Industry; and Grand Rapids in Stereographs 1860-1900, as well as a forthcoming book 

on the historic cemeteries of Grand Rapids, The Art of Memory: The Historic 

Cemeteries of Grand Rapids, Michigan, to be released by the Wayne State University 

Press on September 1, 2014. 

 

He has lectured on a wide range of local history topics, including the history and 

preservation of local cemeteries at the Grand Rapids Public Library, the Grand Rapids 

Historical Society, and Aquinas College-OLLI, among many other occasions.  Dilley is a 

Trustee of the Grand Rapids Historical Society, member of the Grand Rapids Historical 

Commission, Trustee of the Grand Rapids Public Museum and Chair of the Museum 

Committee on Collections, and Trustee and former Chair of the Grand Rapids Public 

Library Foundation.   
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"The cemetery walk will occur in the southern half of Oak Hill Cemetery, at the corner 

of Eastern Avenue, and Hall Street.  Enter the cemetery, turning south off of Hall 

Street, opposite the cemetery office building (which is on the north side of Hall 

Street).  Drive into the cemetery, and park on the edges of the paved roads, except 

where no parking is indicated, being careful not to pull too far onto the grass.  Signs 

will be posted at the street.  Please note that toilet facilities will be available that day.  

 

 

Boxed Lunch Picnic 

Order in advance  $10 

 

A Boxed Lunch picnic will follow the cemetery tour.  Please pre-order lunch by 

phoning 616-889-0042.  Pick turkey, ham, beef, or a veggie sandwich.  Condiments, a 

side dish and cookie are also included.  Water, iced tea, and lemonade will be 

available.  You are encouraged to bring a lawn chair or blanket for seating. 

 

Lunch MUST be ordered by Wednesday July 30
th

 (call 616.889.0042) .Payment will be 

collected on the day of the tour.  

 

Those wishing may bring their own lunch. 
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http://www.wmgs.org/

